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NEW OFFICERS 


Mr. Joseph F. Rice of Los 
Angeles will guide the destiny and 
administer the Presidential duties of 
the Conference for 1949-51. Mr. Rice 
served as Vice-President during 1947- 
49 and was co-chairman of the conven- 
tion held in Hollywood in June. He 
is chairman of the Drama department of 
Immaculate Heart College, Hollywood; 
director at Loyola High School and 
director of the Los Angeles Theatre 
Unit now being 9 ro" as the Holly- 
wood Blackfriars. is magnificent job 
in planning the 1949 convention with 

Emmet Lavery and his careful attention 
- to detail portend he will be an earnest 
and conscientious President. The en- 
tire Conference joins in extending him 
sincere congratulations and a promise 
to cooperate with him during the next 
two years in furthering the work and 
scope of the Conference. 





Sister Mary Gregory, 0.P., head of 
the Drama department of Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois, is the new 
Vice-President. 

Margaret Passmore was elected 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer, having 
filled by appointment the unexpired 
term of Miss Helen Purcell when she 
resigned in October, 1947 to enter the 
Uxsulines of Brown County, Ohio 


(Cont'd. on page 5) 
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NEW PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 


In accepting the responsibilities 
of the presidency of the Catholic Theatre 





' Conference I am deeply conscious of the 


tradition of enthusiastic service which 
previous officers have established, and 
it is with the earnest hope that I can 

carry on that tradition that I start to 
work. During the past several years we 


_ have all benefited greatly by the scholar- 


ly and practical direction of Father Karl 
Schroeder, and Margaret Passmore's con- 
scientious and efficient conduct of the 
Service Bureau. We are fortunate that 
both will continue to serve with a 
splendidly representative Executive 
Board and Regional Chairmen. 


After the pleasure of serving as co- 
host with Mr. Lavery to the National Con- 
vention I am sure that the members of 
the Conference who attended will retain 
the impression that I do of the wonder- 
ful spirit of mutual interest and desire 
to cooperate which permeated the Conven- 
tion. That spirit provided the original 
inspiration for the establishment of the 
Conference and has been responsible for 
its solid growth during the past twelve 
years. It is the most valuable asset we 
have. It helps us to broaden this sense 


: Of dedication to our work for good theatre 


of all kinds which is our unique posses- 
Sion as a group. As we help each other 


. we improve ourselves. 


As our Conference grows services in- 
crease. Regional Chairmen are eager to 
have every member within each region 
assist in increasing memberships, and the 


. Conference will benefit greatly by in- 


(Cont'd. on page 5) 








CONVENTION RECOLLECTIONS 
by 


Emmet Lavery 


At last we have had the kind of 
convention we have dreamed about for 
years: the convention which was 
much more@ production seminar than 
it was a convention. I think that 
the impact of it will be felt for 
years to come - not only in Los 
Angeles but throughout the country. 


As I look back upon the sessions, 
I think of many memorable things.... 
the warm hearted welcome and under- 
standing of our own Archbishop McIntyre.. 
.-the triumph of production represented 
in the presentation of four full length 
plays on four successive evenings by 
Boston College, DePaul University, 
Immaculate Heart College and Loyola 
of Los Angeles.....the variety and the 
high technical level of all the seminars. 
»eethe telecasting of part of DePaul's 
production, "Traitor's Gate", over 
KTTV and the discussion with Father 
Nagle and David Itkin which accompanied 
the presentation....the stimulating 
report on Catholic University's tour- 
ing company as given by Father Hartke.. 
-.and the completely enchanting pro- 
duction of an original Easter play by 
the children from Mayfield School in 
Pasadcia...the same techniques and the 
Same school that did so well by the 
children's episode in Leo McCarey's 
"The Bells of St. Mary's"...... 


But what I shall remember, for many 
years to come, was something that came 
from the delegates themselves: a feeling 


of increasing maturity, a certain dynamic : 


quality that is more important than all 
the seminars and all the productions put 
together. The flame that we all started 
to relight twelve years ago is a great 
flame now. It burns bright and it burns 
deep. The years ahead should be won- 
derful years indeed. 


We learned many things from each 
other. We learned how to put the Con- 
ference on its own financial feet: many 
groups have pledged themselves to a 
special benefit once a year for the Con- 
ference. It is no longer a question of 
how much each group can get from the 
Conference: it is now a question of how 
much they can give to the Conference. 


(2) 


We also learned something about 
integrating the idea of Catholic 
theatre into the life of the com- 
munity, whether that community be 
a school, college or parish. We 
want our life to be part of the 
community and we want the community 
to be part of our life. We are not 
mere careerists with a special point 
of view in theatre. We are not mere- 
ly the happy extroverts having a 
wonderful time with background pro- 
jections. 


We are people who believe that 
the theatre can be a great illumi- 
nating and integrating force in con- 
temporary life and that the work of 
all our neighbors and all our col- 
leagues in preparing for production 
is as important as production itself. 
All the sciences and all the arts 
have a place in our scheme of things: 
we need their research, they need 
our techniques. Together we can make 
of education a unified and a unify- 
ing experience. 


In Los Angeles we continued the 
convention with a summer production 
seminar at Immaculate Heart College 
which featured many leaders from 
radio, stage, screen and television 
and which wound up with Father 
Schroeder's provocative production 
of Wilder's "The Skin of Our Teeth". 
Here too the principle of integration 
worked very well: we involved the 
whole seminar and the whole community 
in the production. In fact, the 
production was the inevitable pivot 
around which most of the seminar 
discussion centered. 


During the coming Fall and Winter, 
Joe Rice and the alumni of the old 
Catholic Theatre Guild of Los Angeles 
expect to launch a new community 
group to be known as Hollywood Black- 
friars. Following the same high 
standards, set by Father Nagle's 
group in New York, this unit plans 
a two-point program for the first 
year of operation: a local touring 
of Father Nagle's "Lady of Fatima", 
which will cover most of the Los 

(Cont'd. on page 6) 





FINANCIAL URGENCY (Cont'd.) 


book shelves, two lamps, transfer 
files AND.........the pencil 
sharpener! Also, a telephone had 
to be installed. 


Second-hand shops and used 
funiture stores were haunted by 
the secretary and quotations and 
bids on various items solicited by 
phone calls. In the case of the 
typewriter the secretary had been 
authorized by the Board to pur- 
chase a new one. Its constant 
use mikes a new one a good, long- 
term investment. All other items 
purchased were second-hand ones - 
except the pencil sharpener and 
lamps which were purchased at sales. 


Nevertheless it is not difficult 
to imagine what these out-of-the- 
ordinary expenses, plus the cost of 
the move itself, have done to the 
bank balance! Another emergency 
confronted the treasury this sun- 
mer, For the first time our 
kind and generous benefactor could 
not send the customary amount for 
the secretary's salary so this had 
to be met. ALL this during the 
summer months when income is at 
its lowest ebb! Your Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer has had to use 
the last part of the title more 
than the first part these past few 
montilis. 


The agreement with the Carroll 
Club for office quarters carries 
with it the stipulation of a ser- 
vice fee each month. Their re- 
ceptionist has to traffic Confer- 
ence callers to the office, Con- 
ference mail has to be sorted, 
cleaning of the office and eleva- 
tor service are supplied plus 
electricity and any number of 
courtesies by the Staff. The fee 
is nominal and very, very low in 
comparison with the rent for office 
space in New York City. 


Small though it is, the fee does 
add more than several hundred dol- 
lars to our annual operating bud- 
get. New stationery with the new 
address must soon be ordered al- 
though the old is being used 


first. A new supply of Calendar mast- 
heads and insert sheets had to be or- 
dered amounting to close to $200.00. 
This is an annual expense as a new 
supply has been ordered every summer 
but it is a big item to fall due just 
now. 


We have been able to take care of 
current expenses of postage, phone bills, 
script purchases, etc. and pay for all 
the new equipment with the exception of 
the typewriter. We have 90 days in 
which to pay for it and still receive 
the discount. This is another one hun- 
dred dollar figure. 


All in all it adds up to a financial 
urgency. The only way we were able to 
meet expenses over these summer months 
was due to the reserve in bonds which 
represented income accrued during 1947- 
1948 when several of the groups and some 
of the regions gave benefit performances. 





This is lengthy but we wanted to place 
the facts before you as we know you want 
to be aware of them. Now may we urge 
your cooperation with your Regional Chair- 
men for the benefit performances they 
pledged during the convention. (See Sept. 
issue for story.) And may we urge your 
speedy payment of 1949-50 dues which be- 
come payable October lst but can be paid 
any time in advance. The convention went 
on record in recommending that more groups 
become Sustaining Members ($25.00 per 
year). If you produce the national plays - 
"City of Kings", "The Gentleman from 
Athens", "Lady of Fatima", and some of 
the other royalty reduction scripts (see 
Sept. issue) the savings alone will more 
than take care of the extra $15.00 to be 
added to your regular $10.00 dues. 


Be a SUSTAINING MEMBER in 1949-50. 
The Conference truly needs your sustenance. 


We may be financially down but for the 
first time in 12 years we proudly own a 
desk, chair, two file cabinets, a supply 
cabinet, steel book shelves, two lamps -- 
and a pencil sharpener - almost all second 
hand but OURS. 


Sincerely, 


Your Executive Secy.-Treas. 













































NATIONAL PLAYS (Cont'd.) 





play is a fine script and an es- 
pecially fine vehicle for community, 
college and university theatres. 

And, no doubt, many high schools will 
accept the challenge to produce it. 


Mr. Lavery dedicated it to "The 
Theatre Beyond Broadway" and that is 
each and every group of the Confer- 
ence. It is well worth the price of 
the script just to read his foreword 
in which he refers to the "nine cold 
men of Broadway", the importance of 
the theatre beyond Broadway and the 
contributions of several Conference 
as well as other beyond-Broadway 
groups that afforded him first pro- 
ductions of "The First Legion", "The 
Magnificent Yankee" , "Monsignor's 
Hour", "Brief Music", "Kamiano", 
"Brother Petroc's Return” and "Murder 
in e Nunnery". 


TU GENTLEMAN FROM ATHENS is a good 
play. The audiences liked it and so 
did a number of critics out of town. 
This writer was in the second night 
audience of the Broadway production 
and saw and heard the laughter and 
enthusiastic response of the audience 
as expressed by many curtain calls. 


Mr, Lavery calls his play "the 
story of a charming rascal who thought 
he could live down a great tradition 
and who discovered in the end that he 
could not escape history." He refers 
to it as "a comedy as distinguished 
from farce comedy, comedy with a hint 
of tragedy behind it”....and goes on 
to say "the basic problems in this 
script are problems indigenous to the 
material: they are provocative, they 
are challenging but I am convinced they 
are casily soluble, at least by the 
theatre beyond Broadway”. 


The script carries a $50.00 royalty 
but special arrangements with Mr. Lavery 
and Samuel French Company make it avail- 
able to Conference members for $35.00 
for the lst performance and $25.00 for 
each repeat performance. Scripts are 
available now from the Service Bureau 
.ibrary for reading purposes and from 
the publishing company for production 
at O5¢ per copy. 








NEW NATIONAL OFFICE (Cont'd.) 


detail that must be handled. It is 
impossible to do so without some 
additional help. Volunteers can best 
be obtained in the late afternoon and 
early evening hours so Blackfriars 
and the Conference had to take turns 
calling in help. Use of the Black- 
friars typewriter limited their work 
evenings. The increased humber of 
scripts in the Service Bureau library 
and additional file cabinets required 
as the Conference grew, all led to 
crowded quarters. 





The problem was presented to the 
old Board who were unanimous in agree- 
ment that the center of operations 
should remain in New York City with 
close access to publishers, play agents, 
theatre collections, etc. A few 
possibilities were suggested but the 
most promising was The Carroll Club 
if facilities were available. Miss 
Helen Feeney, Club Director, was con- 
tacted by the Secretary. Definite 
arrangements were subject to the ap- 
proval of the Carroll Club's Executive 
Board but Miss Feeney was able to give 
a tentative commitment providing some 
small rental or service fee could be 
paid. The new Executive Board of the 
Conference empowered the secretary to 
continue negotiations upon her return 
to New York. 


Arrangements for some sort of tem- 
porary setup were settled with the ap- 
roval of Mr. Rice as President, and 

ather Schroeder as retiring President, 
with the move scheduled for August 16. 
As this goes to press word was re- 
ceived from Miss Feeney that her Board 
has approved the proposition on a 
more than temporary basis so the 
National Office and Service Bureau is 
now located in its new quarters on the 
4th floor of the Carroll Club at 

120 Madison Avenue between 30th and 
3lst Streets, New York 16, N. Y. 
Phone number: MUrray Hill 3-3088. 


Please be sure to address all 
future mail to the new location. The 
Post Office has been forwarding it 

o date. 

See story on Page 4 concerning new 
financial responsibilities and 
current financial urgency.) 














